FEBRUARY e3rd, 1919, was a bitterly cold Sunday afternoon. Calgary veterans waited until the doors of the Allen Theatre opened and then crowded down the aisles. For the returned soldiers, many of them still in their khaki serge uniforms, the regular meetings were an escape from the freezing temperatures and from the equally chilly welcome of civil society.
improvements in the compensation afforded to the war's most obvious victims. Pension rates rose sharply. Adoption of the 'insurance' principle gave soldiers a pension claim for any damage to health or physical well-being, however caused during service. By the end of the war, pensions had been levelled up to the rates set earlier for junior officers. With a 'temporary' adjustment for inflation, a Canadian soldier in the ranks could receive a maximum pension of $9oo, with further allowances for a wife and children and even for dependent parents? Lougheed's department emphasized retraining and reemployment both to improve the morale of the crippled soldier and to give him added security if forgetful fellow-citizens ever allowed his pension to dwindle.
•o Having devised an elaborate and costly program of pensions and retraining for the war-disabled, for the first time a Canadian government refused to provide significant compensation for its able-bodied veterans. The arguments were both practical and ideological. The war had left Canada with what then seemed to be the crushing public debt of two billion dollars. The stock of public land fit for cultivation was no longer limitless and the old tradition of speculation in soldiers' scrip was no longer tolerable.
• The government's advisers had another favourite theme: there should be a deliberate policy to rebuild the qualities of individual initiative and resourcefulness which military discipline, for all its benefits, must have undermined. From Montreal, the newly created Lord Atholstan sternly warned: 'The returned soldier must not be allowed to consider himself an unlimited creditor of the State to be supported in idleness.'•2 Walter Segsworth of the I)SCR spoke with the special unction of an expert: 'When a civilian entered the army everything was done to make him a small unit in a large organization. He was taught to obey rather than to think; he was for the most part relieved of the care of his dependents; clothing, food and a place to sleep were provided for him. If he was guilty of a misdemeanour he was punished, but he was not deprived of the necessities of life, whereas in civil life he would have been discharged. Thus the whole system, for the time being, tended to reduce the action of his own will, and relieve him of all sense of responsibility. '•3 of character which are for him just as surely the aftermath of militarism as is the wooden leg of the soldier who must drag that through life. '27 It was easier, in that cold post-war winter, to harden one's heart against men who were not playing the role of returning hero to civilian expectations.
As for the returning soldiers, the country they had idealized at a distance turned out to be self-centred and inhospitable. Civilians, they discovered, were preoccupied with their minor privations and inconveniences. It was obvious to the veterans that those who had stayed When the gwva convention opened in a Vancouver auditorium on 3 ø June, the president at once sought to establish a conservative mood. The delegates, insisted Willard Purney, were 'soldier-citizens' whose chief concern must be widows, orphans, and disabled comrades. The bonus was not easily forgotten. At Port Arthur, Alberta delegates complained that the campaign had been built in the West, 'but as soon as it got to Ottawa, it was dropped like a hot potato.' Maxwell, MacNeil, and Major Power, himself an •a•, from Quebec, refuted that charge, but perhaps it was the secretary-treasurer's blunt speech that set the issue in context: 'I know there are men in this convention that do not believe it is possible to get a cash bonus, and they tell me this on every hand. They vote this, that and the other way at the meeting and they come around to me and say: "we know all that stuff, MacNeil, but you know we cannot get it, it is impossible ..." Let us be honest about this. There is not a party, as a party, in the Dominion of 
